Eliminating Software Piracy Puts Sales Tax Dollars To Good Use

Did you know that software piracy cost the state of Ohio more than $54 million last year in lost tax revenue?  That’s money that could be used for supporting education, improving roads and traffic congestion or for leveraging private dollars for economic development. In a recent study released by the Business Software Alliance (BSA), software piracy resulted in the loss of 4,129 high paying jobs and $174.8 million in wages and salary. Besides costing citizens of the state of Ohio a lot of money, software piracy can pose some very real financial risks to your business. 

Help is Here for Fast Growing Businesses

Software piracy affects companies of all sizes.  Many well-run companies have grown very quickly, but have not kept up with software licensing as they have increased their usage of computers.

The penalties for pirating software are much more than a speeding ticket. Fees for copyright infringement are up to $150,000 for each program copied. Copying a suite of products such as Microsoft Office 2000 could cost an organization up to $750,000 for using unlicensed software! 

Bob Kruger, the vice president of enforcement for the BSA, has said that most phone calls to the BSA No Piracy hotline come from current or former employees of the organization they are reporting. The BSA is serious. They have and will continue to levy large penalties.

You Can Help Your Colleagues:  Spread the Word

As members of Dayton Microcomputer Association, we can help our member companies and colleagues get on the right track with genuine software licenses. Ultimately, we’ll help Ohio’s economy grow stronger by creating more jobs and increasing our state’s tax revenue.

Microsoft Can Help You Manage Software Assets

As a member company of the BSA, Microsoft is eager to work with you by assisting your members in learning more about Software Asset Management and the resources available to help organizations become compliant. 

The Microsoft Great Lakes District office would like to work with your organization in developing programs and events that will assist your members with software licensing. Protecting intellectual property is becoming increasingly important in the digital economy. We hope that we can be of service to your organization and the community we all serve.

The BSA is an association comprised of Adobe, Apple, Autodesk, Bentley Systems, CNC Software/Mastercam, Corel, Macromedia, Microsoft, Network Associates and Symantec. We work to educate the public, and enforce intellectual property rights. 

